
Constitution Analysis- Fill in the missing parts of the Constitution as you explore our
nation’s founding document. Make sure to write all parts of the Constitution that are
missing.

1.

You may use any copy of the Constitution, whether it be a physical copy or online
We will use the National Constitution Center’s version throughout the year

1.
Analytical Reading Guides - Complete the guided questions alongside the Required
Documents. Make sure to completely answer all parts of each question, including circling
the parts of the passage for prompts that ask.

2.

You will need to print these out to write on both the Declaration of Independence and
Articles of Confederation analytical readings.
In addition, you must show evidence of annotating the text for deeper analysis; your
understanding of course documents will require deep inquiry into our Founding documents

Annotation Strategies

1.
2.

 Landmark SCOTUS Case Summaries - Your job is to create an infographic of each of the 15
required cases with the required information. The manner in which this information is
displayed should be through Canva, utilizing an infographic template. Complete each case
using one of the templates provided and/or especially one of your own design. Template 

3.

Any submission suspected of using AI and NOT your own work is subject to being dismissed
and your assignment given a 0
It is imperative you complete this important work to the fullest before entering coursework.

AP GOVERNMENT
SUMMER ASSIGNMENT

Directions: Complete all 3 parts of the summer assignment. There are written and digital components within, so read
alll parts of the instructions to fulfill the requirements.

https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution
https://learningcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/annotating-texts/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFuQDgVDao/yj7LQupzKhDIGgChXQyMVA/view?utm_content=DAFuQDgVDao&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview


CONSTITUTION ANALYSIS

PROTOTYPE

This paragraph, which begins with “We the People...”, outlines the basic tasks we ask our federal government to
perform. List each one as it’s written in the document; then in the blank next to it, think of something the federal
government actually does to carry out this task.

TASK 
1. ____________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________
4. ____________________________________________
5. ____________________________________________

Read the United States Constitution and create for yourself a basic understanding of the document that contains
the guiding principles of America

ACTION 
1. ____________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________
4. ____________________________________________
5. ____________________________________________

 
..outlines which branch of the federal government? ______________________________________
Section 2 ... describes which chamber? ___________________________________________________ 

Fill out each of the following rules & requirements as prescribed:

Length of term in office: ___________________     Minimum age: ___________________________ Minimum years as U.S.
citizen: ______________ 
Number of representatives per state shall be based upon: _____________________________________ Which “sole power”
belongs to this chamber as described in Section 2? __________________________

Section 3 ... describes which chamber? ___________________________________________________ 

Fill out each of the following rules & requirements as prescribed:

Number of Senators per state: _______ Senators are to be chosen by: ___________________________
                                                                                                                                                               *this was later amended

Every two years, how many Senators will be up for re-election?: ________________________________ Length of term in
office: ___________________       Minimum age: ___________________ Minimum years as U.S. citizen: ______________

The “President of the Senate” is: ________________________________
With what power? ____________________________________________
Which “sole power” belongs to this chamber as described in Section 3? __________________________

ARTICLE 1ARTICLE 1ARTICLE 1



CONSTITUTION ANALYSIS

PROTOTYPE

Sections 4, 5 & 6... describe how the chambers are to operate with respect to meetings & adjournments,
compensation, internal structure, rules, etc.... in general, who is tasked with running the House and Senate?
____________________________________________________________________________

Section 7... describes the legislative process In Clause 1, only the House of Representatives may:
__________________________________________

Refer to Clause 2 to fill in the blanks: A bill must pass _____________________________ before being sent to _____________________

If the bill is not signed into law, it returns to each chamber where a _______________ vote is needed before the bill may become a
law.

Section 8... describes all of the powers given to Congress. Write each power in your own words in the space provided
(each separated paragraph or sentence is a clause)

Clause 1: ___________________________________________________________________________

Clause 2: ___________________________________________________________________________

Clause 3: ___________________________________________________________________________

Clause 4: ___________________________________________________________________________

Clause 5: ___________________________________________________________________________

Clause 6: ___________________________________________________________________________

Clause 7: ___________________________________________________________________________

Clause 8: ___________________________________________________________________________

Clause 9: ___________________________________________________________________________

Clause 10: __________________________________________________________________________

Clause 11: __________________________________________________________________________

Clauses 12 – 16 call for Congress to: _____________________________________________________

Clause 17 allows for Congress to appropriate land for: _______________________________________

Clause 18 gives Congress the ability to: ___________________________________________________



CONSTITUTION ANALYSIS

PROTOTYPE

Section 9... limits the federal government in certain key areas – look up and define the following terms:

Writ of habeas corpus:________________________________________________________________

Bill of attainder: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ex post facto law:_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Also in this section, Congress cannot place a tax on ___________________________________________, nor in regulating
commerce favor one state over another.

Section 10... places limits on state governments, including the following:
No state may enter into _______________________________________________ with another state or foreign country.

...outlines which branch of the federal government? __________________________________________ Fill out each of the
following rules & requirements as prescribed in

Section 1:
Length of term in office: ___________________     Minimum age: ___________________________ Citizenship requirement:
___________________       Residency requirement: ___________________ 

Paragraphs 2,3 & 4 of Section 1 (although later amended) describes ____________________________ 

The last paragraph of Section 1 describes _________________________________________________ 

Section 2... describes the President’s powers
With regards to the military, the President is the _____________________________________________ The President has the
power to grant _____________________________________________________ With advice & consent of the Senate, the
President may make ___________________________ and nominate/appoint
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When the Senate is in recess, the President may fill vacancies. How long may these appointments last?
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Section 3... outlines three things the President may do with respect to Congress, they are:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section 4... for which offenses may the President, Vice President and other executive officers be impeached and
removed from office?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ARTICLE IIARTICLE IIARTICLE II



CONSTITUTION ANALYSIS

PROTOTYPE

...outlines which branch of the federal government? __________________________________________

Section 1... establishes one ______________________________
Who is given the power to establish the “inferior” courts of the federal system? ____________________
Based on the idea that judges shall hold their office during “good behavior,” how long is the term of a federal judge &
Supreme Court justice? _______________________

Section 2... identify six areas in which the federal courts have jurisdiction as described in Clause 1:
____________________________________________ _______________________________________
____________________________________________ _______________________________________
____________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Clause 2 ...describes the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court
The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction when the parties involved are ________________________ or
_______________________________________ In all other federal cases, the Supreme Court has
__________________________________ jurisdiction.

Section 3... defines ____________________________ as the only crime in the Constitution. The Framers intended this
very specific definition to prevent the loose use of the charge, for example, against people who criticize the
government. How is this crime defined?

ARTICLE IIIARTICLE IIIARTICLE III

...outlines relations between the states, and the federal government’s obligations to states

Section 1... calls for states to extend ____________________________________________ to the acts, records and
proceedings of other states.

Section 2... describes how citizens of states shall be treated in other states.

Clause 1 entitles citizens of each state all _________________________ & ______________________

Clause 2 does not allow __________________________________________________________________________________________

*Clause 3 was later repealed by amendment
Section 3... who is given the power to admit new states to the union? ____________________________ 
Section 4... the federal government guarantees it will do three things for the states: 
1. _________________________________________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________________________________________

ARTICLE IVARTICLE IVARTICLE IV



CONSTITUTION ANALYSIS

PROTOTYPE

...outlines how the Constitution will be amended in the future. Which are the two ways an amendment may be
proposed? ____________________________________________ _______________________________________

Which are the two ways an amendment will be ratified?
__________________________________________________________________________________________1.
__________________________________________________________________________________________2.

ARTICLE VARTICLE VARTICLE V

ARTICLE VIARTICLE VIARTICLE VI
Section 1... calls for the federal government to be responsible to _________________________________________________

Section 2... states the Constitution, federal laws and treaties are _________________________________________________

Section 3... calls for federal officers to take an oath, and that no _________________________________________________
shall be required to qualify for office

ARTICLE VIIARTICLE VIIARTICLE VII
...describes how The Constitution itself would be ratified

States needed for ratification: ______________

On what day was The Constitution signed?: _______________

Number of Convention attendees who signed the final document: ________________



CONSTITUTION ANALYSIS

PROTOTYPE

AMENDMENTSAMENDMENTSAMENDMENTS
Write a brief description of each amendment’s overall intent in your own words (not necessary to be very specific
about the provisions in each amendment):

1st:  ________________________________________________________________________________
2nd: _______________________________________________________________________________
3rd:  ________________________________________________________________________________
4th:  ________________________________________________________________________________
5th:  ________________________________________________________________________________
6th:  ________________________________________________________________________________
7th:  ________________________________________________________________________________
8th:  ________________________________________________________________________________
9th:  ________________________________________________________________________________
10th: _______________________________________________________________________________

Now click on “Amendments 11-27” and briefly describe the intent of each amendment in your own words (not
necessary to be very specific about provisions):

11th : ______________________________________________________________________________
12th:  _______________________________________________________________________________
13th:  _______________________________________________________________________________
14th:  _______________________________________________________________________________
15th:  _______________________________________________________________________________
16th:  _______________________________________________________________________________
17th:  _______________________________________________________________________________
18th:  _______________________________________________________________________________
19th:  _______________________________________________________________________________
20th:  _______________________________________________________________________________
21st:  _______________________________________________________________________________
22nd: _______________________________________________________________________________
23rd:  _______________________________________________________________________________
24th:  _______________________________________________________________________________
25th:  _______________________________________________________________________________
26th:  _______________________________________________________________________________
27th:  _______________________________________________________________________________



PROTOTYPE









PROTOTYPE















PROTOTYPE

LANDMARK SCOTUS CASES PROJECT
The Assignment: Your job is to create an infographic of each of the 15 required cases with the required information.
The manner in which this information is displayed is up to you. Complete each case using one of the templates
provided and/or especially one of your own design using the Canva Template provided

Your presentation must include the following information about your case:
●     Constitutional Connection: What are the central constitutional issues in your case
●     Key Facts: What are the key facts of the case?
●     Big Question: What was the constitutional issue before the court? 
●     Court Holding: How did the court resolve/answer that question with their ruling?
●     Impact of Case: What made this a landmark case? How did it impact the U.S.?
●     Connections: What other court cases (past or present) are related to this case?
●     Remember: What is your trick for remembering this case?

The Cases

MARBURY V.

MADISON

BROWN V.

BOARD OF

EDUCATION

BAKER V.

CARR

TINKER V.

DES MOINES

ENGEL V.

VITALE

GIDEON V.

WAINWRIGHT

MCCULLOCH V.

MARYLAND

SCHENCK V.

UNITED

STATES

NEW YORK TIMES

V. U.S.

UNITED

STATES V.

LOPEZ

CITIZENS

UNITED V.

FEC

ROE V. WADE
MCDONALD V.

CHICAGO
14 + 1

WISCONSIN V.

YODER
SHAW V.

RENO



LANDMARK SCOTUS CASES PROJECT
The Research:
The following sites have excellent information for your project

●     GoPoPro Landmark Cases Inquiry Learning
●     Oyez
●     Virtual tour of the Supreme Court
●     PBS Supreme Court Cases
●     SCOTUSblog

The Presentation
Present your project to the class gallery. The manner and time of presentation will TBD.

The Format 
You will need visuals to make your case stick in your classmates’ brains. Here are some examples of accepted
visuals:
●     Prezi - make it interesting and creative with lots of visuals
●     Video - Must be sharable with classmates and teacher
●     Website - or another interesting online representation you can share   
●     Canva – template *preferred

https://www.gopopro.com/landmark-court-cases-1
http://www.oyez.org/
http://supremecourt.c-span.org/Default.aspx
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark.html
https://www.scotusblog.com/

